Principal Message
Dear Families,

Newsletter No. 7
Wednesday 5th May
2021

Over the next few weeks, the Bethany School community will be abuzz with learning and teaching
experiences within the school, as incursions as well as outside of the school, as excursions. Last
week the Discovery Centre, visited the Arts Centre to view “Charlie and the War Against the
Grannies” this provided the students with the opportunity to experience the Arts Centre and to
view a live show. The students were captivated by both.
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This week the Discovery Centre will have a hands-on Science incursion provided by Mad About
Science with a focus on Light and Sound.
In the next couple of weeks, the Leadership Centre students will also have a hands-on Science
incursion provided by Mad About Science. Their learning and teaching experience will have a
focus on Forensic Science.
The Bridging Centre will visit Scienceworks, to extend their knowledge of Physical and Chemical
Sciences through a range of exhibits including attending a science show, which uses liquid
nitrogen demonstrations to illustrate the properties of solids, liquids and gases.
Students in Year 5 will celebrate the Sacrament of Eucharist or their First Holy Communion on
Sunday 16th May at 1:00 or 3:00pm. We keep these students and their families in our prayers at this
very special time in their Catholic lives.
Density limits for families and visitors, onsite, and/or within the school buildings or learning spaces,
remain the same. Unfortunately, this means we will continue to have restrictions on parent or visitor
indoor numbers. I continue to thank you for your ongoing co-operation and support of the school
with this matter.
Last week, you will have received the Centre Newsletters, communicating and sharing the
learning and teaching your children will undertake this term. The purpose of these newsletters is to
give you the families, greater opportunity to partner with the school, in the learning and teaching.
Prep enrolment interviews for 2022, begin in earnest in the week beginning Monday 10th May. All
prospective families and students will be invited to participate in a conversation with me to begin
the child’s transition to school. The Admin Centre will call you this week to arrange an
appointment if you have a pre-schooler attending school next year.
This Sunday May 9th is Mother’s Day. The month of May Is also the
Month of Mary, Our Lady. To all mothers, or women who act as
significant mother like figures in our student’s lives, may you be blessed
on this day, for all you do, say and be to all. Thank you!
Dear Lord,
Thank you for all mothers.
For the new ones, who endure sleepless nights with infants in arms.
For the busy ones, who juggle the pressures of work, home and family
life.
For the steadfast ones, who nurture and care for our special vulnerable
children.
For the patient ones, who always seek to forgive and engage with their
pre-teens and teens.
For the persistent ones, who cleverly find new ways to connect with their mini adults.
For the mother aunts, who step in to cradle and care for nieces and nephews.
For all grandmas, who love and support their precious grandchildren.
For all foster mums that are called to gather and cover the fragile ones.
For the Sunday mums who care for our children and lead them in faith.
For the mums who give beyond their own resources, who overcome disability to cherish and love.
Thank you Lord for all our beautiful mothers.
Help us to support them and keep them in our prayers.
May you bless them now on their special day- Mother's Day.
Amen
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Student News
Lunch orders
We are pleased to announce that from next Friday, May 14th the team at Werribee Village Bakery
will provide our students with the option to have a lunch order once a week. Instructions on how
to place a lunch order and the price list for the hot and cold food items and cold drinks is
attached.
Each Friday lunch orders are collected from the school by the bakery staff at 9.00 a.m. If your child
should arrive at school after this time it is not possible to place an order.
How to order:
On a brown paper bag please write the student’s name and hub. Write each item you wish to
order and the prices. Please write the total amount of money for the order and if possible please
enclose the exact amount of cash. Please note that sauce is not included and must be ordered.

Assembly
Last Thursday the Murray and Chisholm hubs held their assembly. It was an informative exhibition
of ANZAC Day and the significance of this for all Australians. Murray Hub showcased their
Performing Arts capability. Assemblies at Bethany always offer excellent examples of some of the
learning and teaching. The link for this may be found here.
https://youtu.be/lNF2WPmfLTU

Truganina District Cross Country
On Tuesday 26th April 48 students from Years 3 - 6 competed together in the cross country.
They competed against different schools from the Truganina District. The students born in
2009 and 2010 ran around the park twice which was 3kms but the students that were born
in 2011 and 2012 only ran 1.2km lap. The amazing effort from all students resulted in
Bethany finishing first with the highest team points and bringing back to school the trophy,
our fifth win over the past six years. Seventeen students finished in the top 10 and will
compete at the Wyndham District on the 26th of May. We wish all the runners lots of luck.

These are all the 10 years and under runners, all warmed up and ready to run their 2kms.
Written by Aaron Jembere (Year 6)
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iPads in Years P-2
The school has purchased iPads for Prep – Year 2 students. Educators in these levels are currently
undertaking professional learning to enable and enhance the learning and teaching across these
year levels. They will be distributed to students, in the next month, once they have been prepared.
These will be used in the learning spaces.

First Eucharist
The students in Year 5 will celebrate their First Eucharist on Sunday 16th May at 1:00pm and 3:00pm
in the School Hall. We had hoped that the density limits for families and visitors may have been
updated, but unfortunately this is not so, and as such, limits to families for these celebrations does
exist.
It was wonderful to have families at the First Eucharist conversation, facilitated and led by Fr.
Richard Leonard SJ. His message around the sacramentality of the Eucharist and how we can live
this daily resonated with each of us, clearly communicated to me by both the families in
attendance and the staff at the night.
Here are some photos of the evening. Thanks for your attendance.

Winter Uniform
Thank you to all families who have ensured the students are in full winter uniform. This was to begin
from Monday, 3rd May. If you have not yet done this could you please do so.

●
●
●
●
●

●

Boy’s Winter Uniform
Long / Short Sleeve
Gold Polo Shirt
Navy Trousers
Navy Shorts
Navy Socks
Royal Blue
Windcheater / Zip
Jacket
Black School Shoes
/Boots

●
●

●
●
●

●

Girl’s Winter Uniform
Long / Short Sleeve
Gold Polo Shirt
Tunic with navy
tights / socks
or
Navy trousers with
white socks
Navy shorts with
white socks
Royal Blue
Windcheater / Zip
Jacket
Black School Shoes
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School News
NAPLAN 2021 - For Yr. 3 and Yr. 5 students at Bethany
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2021 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9
students will be held on Tuesday 11 May, Wednesday 12 May and Thursday 13 May 2021. NAPLAN
tests assess student knowledge and skills in writing, reading, language conventions (spelling,
grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.

Staff News
We would like to announce, Erica Aclan and her family will have a new addition to family later this
year.
We have also employed two new staff members: Mary Semaan in Administration and Jo
Hennessey as a Learning Assistant. We welcome them to the Bethany School Community.
Last week Fr. Dong’s father, Peter passed away in Vietnam. We keep Fr. Dong (Assistant Parish
Priest St Andrew’s) and his family in our prayers.

Parent News
Working with Children Check – Department of Justice Letter
All families who support the school, with volunteer work are required to have a Working with
Children Check (WWCC). All parents or adults supporting the school, must have Bethany listed as
an organisation they volunteer at, as a part of the application process. If you have a WWCC,
please ensure you have listed Bethany as a school you volunteer at, on the website. This
generates a letter from the Department of Justice to the school permitting you to volunteer on the
premises or to attend excursions etc. Unfortunately, without this letter, you will not be able to
volunteer at the school. If you unsure as to whether the school has a copy of the letter from the
Department of Justice, please feel free to call the Admin Centre to check.

School Fee Instalment 2 ($535) Now Due
Prior Notice
If you chose to pay your School Fee in full ($1600) please note that payment is due by Friday, May
21st.
Payments are invited at the school office in person or by phone.
The office is open Monday – Friday 8:00am – 4pm
We accept payment by EFTPOS, cash, cheque at the office.
You may also pay by direct transfer into the school bank account.
As every family signed their intention to pay school fees, it is expected that such payments be
honoured. Should any family experience financial difficulty, please rest assured that your trusting
communication will always be met with confidentiality and compassion. We are always grateful
when families trust us with their difficulties and also greatly appreciate the majority of families who
pay fees on time.
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Sub Committee Group
Our Sub Committee group will meet next Wednesday, 26th May at 6.45pm

School Photos
Photo day is Thursday, May 27th.
Please note that all students will need to be in their full winter uniform on this day. More specific
information regarding this service will be circulated shortly.

Mother’s Day Stall – This Friday, May 7th
The Service Sub-Committee invites students to purchase a gift from the Mother’s Day Stall.
Fantastic gifts are available for mums or the special women in their lives. Each hub will be invited
to the hall on Friday, May 7th and can purchase gifts ranging from $1 to $3. On this day just send
some money in a named envelope and let the children do the rest. Please do not send any
money prior to the purchasing day. We know this is a valuable service offered by our SubCommittee and on your behalf we thank them most sincerely.
Set up helpers requested. Our Sub Committee will be setting up the Mother’s Day stall from 1.30pm
on Thursday, 6th May. If you are available to assist in sorting and setting up the Mother’s Day gifts
please contact the office or return the slip below.

Thank you
Our thanks to the members of the Service Sub-Committee who have arranged this activity.
The stall will operate between 8.55a.m. and 11.00a.m. on Friday, May 7th.
If you would like to assist selling items we would be grateful for your support. Please complete the
slip below and return it to the school office.

****************************************************************************************
Mother’s Day Stall Volunteers
Family Name:_________________________

Eldest Child’s Hub_____________

I am able to assist with selling gifts for Mother’s Day on Friday, May 7th
I have a current Working With Children Check

□

□

WWCC Card number ______________________ Expiry ______________

****************************************************************************************
Mother’s Day Stall Set Up Helpers
Family Name:_________________________

Eldest Child’s Hub_____________

I am able to assist with setting up the Mother’s Day stall on Thursday, May 6th
I have a current Working With Children Check

□

□

WWCC Card number ______________________ Expiry ______________
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Dates for your Diary
May
Thursday 6th – Set up for Mother’s Day stall 1.30pm helpers welcome
Friday 7th – Mother’s Day stall – helpers welcome
Tuesday11TH, Wednesday 12th & Thursday 13th – NAPLAN Year 3 and Year 5
Sunday 16th May – Sacrament of First Eucharist for Year 5, 1:00pm and 3:00pm in the
Bethany School Hall
Friday 21st – Full Payment of School Fee due $1600
Tuesday 25th - Sepik & Orange hubs assembly (please note change of date)
Wednesday 26th – Sub Committee Meeting 6.45pm
Wednesday 26th – Second Hand Uniform Sale 6pm – 7pm in the Bridging Centre
100’s Room (on the basketball court side of the school)
Thursday 27th – School Photo Day
June
Thursday 10th – Indigo & MacKillop Hubs Assembly
Friday 11th June – Final instalment of School Fee Due $530.00
Monday 14th – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – NO SCHOOL PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Tuesday 22nd – Learning Conversations – NO SCHOOL – CLOSURE DAY
Thursday 24th – Teresa & Blue Hubs Assembly
Friday 25th – Last Day of Term. All students finish at 12.30pm

School Closures for 2021
The following dates are school closure days for 2021. PLEASE MARK THESE IN YOUR DIARIES
●
●
●
●

Tuesday 22nd June: Learning Conversations: Student, Parent, Staff
Monday July 12th & Tuesday 13th: Professional Development Conference
Monday November 1st (Monday before Cup Day) Assessment and Report writing
Thursday 16th and Friday 17th December- End of Year Professional Development days

Sacrament Dates
Sacrament of Confirmation: Year 6 students
Wednesday 21st July 6.20pm
Thursday 22nd July 6.20pm
Sacrament of Eucharist Year 4 Sunday 29th August 1:00 and 3:00pm in the Bethany School
Hall
Sacrament of Eucharist Year 5 Next Sunday 16th May 1:00pm and 3:00pm in the Bethany
School Hall
Sacrament of Reconciliation Year 3 Thursday 28th October 6:00pm and 7:30pm in the
Bethany School Hall
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Werribee Village Bakery – Deli Menu and Price List – 2021
HOT FOOD

Party Pies
Sausage Rolls
Hot Dog W/sauce
Hot Dog W/Cheese and sauce
Schnitzel sandwich
Schnitzel sandwich w/lettuce & mayo
Sandwich
Ham/salami

$4.00

Ham & cheese
Ham & tomato
Ham & salad
(lettuce, carrot & tomato)
Cheese
Cheese & salad
(lettuce, carrot & tomato)
Egg & lettuce
Roast Chicken
Cakes
Iced Donut
Jam Donut
Choc Jam Donut
Croissants
Lamingtons
Apple cake
Mini Mud cake
Hedgehog
Muffin (Choc chip, Blueberry)
Happy Face / Neenish Tarts

$1.10
$3.70
$3.90
$4.40
$5.20
$6.00

Roast Chicken & salad
(lettuce, carrot & tomato)
Tuna
Vegemite
Salad (lettuce, carrot, tomato,
cucumber & beetroot)

$6.50

$4.00
$6.00

Ham & Cheese Croissant

$5.00

$5.00
$4.00

Cheesymite Scroll
Cheese Bacon Roll

$3.00
$1.30

$4.50
$4.50
$6.00

$0.80
$2.50
$3.00
$2.50
$3.20
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.00

Extra
Sauce
Mustard
Cheese
Each salad
Paper Bag
Toast
Butter

Drinks
Prima (Orange, Apple)
Prima (Apple & raspberry, tropical)
Big M (Chocolate, Strawberry)
Water

$4.00
$3.00
$6.00

$0.20
$0.20
$0.50
$0.60
$0.20
$0.50
$0.30

$2.00
$2.00
$2.50
$2.50
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