Newsletter No. 19
Wednesday 16th November,
2022

Dear Families,

As we enter Week 7 of Term 4, we reflect on all that has gone before this date and all that is yet
to come in this final term of 2022. We have much to celebrate and be grateful for. As I reflect on
the success of our camp programs for all our students, I know this experience has provided all the
students with the opportunity to develop their independence, strengthen their relationships with
their peers and teachers and build memories that will last a lifetime. I thank each of you for your
continued support and partnership with this. Your enthusiasm and encouragement of your
children to attend, was so evident in the many conversations had. Thank you.
We also welcomed our Preps for 2023 and their families last week and again this week. The PrePrep visits, have been an opportunity for the students entering Prep next
year, to begin to familiarise themselves with the learning spaces and
environment, as well as beginning to form some new friendships. For the
families of these students, it is a time for them to share their significant
parent knowledge of their children with us and to begin to establish
relationships or for existing families, continue to develop relationships with
staff members and the families that they will befriend throughout their
seven-year journey at Bethany. Both the families and students came to
these sessions with mixed emotions- joy, excitement, nervousness and
some anxiety- all mixed into the one. I know you too will remember
these very emotions as you embarked on the journey of educating
your child at Bethany. I know you will make them feel very welcome as
they join our community next year.
At this time of the year many parents choose to take their families on
holidays earlier than usual. If you choose to do this, please complete a
“leave form” from the office so, we can mark their attendance
appropriately.
Prayer
Praise, worship and thanksgiving to you,
Holy and Glorious Lord.
Keep us worthy of our call to live out Your presence within us
May we shine Your light in the darkness and love as you love.
Amen.
Joanne Webster
Principal
All students attending Bethany Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of
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School News
Bethany Art Show REMINDER
The inaugural BETHANY ART SHOW 2022 is nearly here. SAVE
THE DATE! Tuesday 22nd November to Thursday 24th
November.
Come to celebrate your child’s artwork in a group exhibition
showcasing the developing range of skills and understandings
that our students explore through the Visual Arts.
Every student at Bethany will be represented.
The works demonstrate our exploration of the art elements of
Colour, Line, Shape, Texture and Form through the use of
many different mediums and considered developmental
applications techniques.
We have large collaborative installations and some mosaic
and clay items specially created for our SILENT AUCTION
(bidding will start at $5).
Times have been selected to hopefully meet the needs of all families. Our GRAND OPENING is on
Tuesday 22nd November at 5:30pm, with some brief welcome speeches followed by viewing of
the artwork. The announcement of the winners of our auction items is at 6:30pm.
Some of our Year 6 students will wear their tie-dyed t-shirts and usher you around the exhibition, if
you wish. ENTRANCE is from the Basketball Court doors to the HALL. You may wander with your
friends and families throughout the Hall and down the adjoining corridors. As our artworks are
precious, we ask that no artwork is touched. All of the artworks will be returned to the respective
artist before the end of the year. Looking forward to seeing you there, our students are very
excited and so are we!!!

Student News
Leadership Centre- Making a Model
For Inquiry, we started learning about the body. We both requested to build a model heart, and a
model skeleton. We started with the heart first. It was a little bit tricky, so we abandoned the heart
and went on to building the skeleton. The skeleton
was a little bit easier to make, because most of the
skeleton already came assembled in the box. When
that was finished, together we started the heart. The
heart was much harder than the skeleton, and it
took a lot longer to complete. It took a while, but
together we both completed the two models. By
Sienna Zoueitini and Thomas Morgan (Mandela Hub)
Mission Fair - Fundraising Fridays
"Not all of us can do great things, but we can all do
small things, with great love, and together we can
do something wonderful." – Mother Teresa
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We have had a lot of fun as a school community fund
raising during Mission Month, a living example of the
principles of Catholic social teaching in action. A big thank
you to all our families, teachers and students for your very
generous support of our Mission Fair. Together we have
raised close to $3,000, a wonderful effort. The money we
have raised will be sent to the Catholic Mission Global
Appeal to support a sustainable living project in Ethiopia,
and the St Vincent de Paul Flood Appeal to support areas in
Victoria that have been devastated by the recent rains
and floods.
Final Fundraising Stall Friday 25th November - We still have bubble blowers and chocolate bars
remaining that we will be selling this Friday.
Bubble Blowers - 2 for $1.00 and chocolate bars - $1.00 each
Mass Times for Term 4
All Masses will be held in the School Hall. A light morning tea for families will be provided after the
Mass. All families are welcome. We look forward to seeing you.

Positive Behaviour for Learning PBL
Students are responding well to the expectations on the matrix. Having fewer written expectations
makes it clearer and easier for students to remember them. Occasionally teachers will re-teach an
expectation if they see a student not complying with the correct behaviour. They use the flowchart
for this.
Staff also collect data on behaviours they notice are not compliant. The beauty of this data enables
the school to see what problem behaviours reoccur or where in the yard any problems reoccur.
The data then allows these areas to be addressed and things can be put in place to help support
students with the correct behaviour.
Did your child come home wearing a sticker in the last two weeks?
Did you ask them what they got the sticker for?
Acknowledging correct behaviour is a proven strategy of seeing MORE of the correct behaviour.
Give it a try and see if you notice that too. :-)
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Ceres Excursion- Discovery Centre
On Tuesday 8th November, the Discovery Centre
students went on an excursion to Ceres.
We travelled in four buses with some excited parent
helpers.
We gathered in the rotunda to meet all of the people
who taught us about caring for our
community by following the 6 Rs. We learnt a dance.
Flynn: I loved looking at the chickens especially the grey one. They are cute. We moved into
different groups and learnt how to make paper from recycled materials.
Eden & Mila: We liked making paper because it was all different colours, shredded and it was
wet. We used some tools to drain the water from the paper and press it flat.

Liana & Vader: We looked at worms and they wriggled on our hands. One had a baby. They
help the soil to be healthy for plants to grow in.
Macey & Indi: We went for a walk through the garden areas in the shade and explored along
Merri Creek and learnt about keeping the waterways clean.
Camp Year 1 and 2
On Monday the 17th October Year 1 & 2 had their Camp. What
an exciting day we had, all day. The students created their own
fruit sticks and then wrote a piece of writing explaining the steps
that they followed to make their own fruit stick.
I put strawberries, pineapple, grapes, watermelon and cantaloupe onto my skewer to make my
fruit stick. It tasted good. By Ayen Gorjok
After eating our snacks, we had lots of fun with
KABOOM! We met Luke on the oval and did lots of physical exercise and
activities to music. We laughed, played and had a great time with
our friends. Larry and Will had us moving and enjoying ourselves.
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The Year 2 students stayed at school and had a disco with Funky Monkey. We danced, sang and
had lots of fun with our light up glasses, watches, unicorn headbands and mohawk headbands.
I loved the food and the Funky Monkey Disco! I had a
colourful light up mohawk and I danced a lot! It was so
much fun and I laughed a lot. By Isaac Napiza
After all of our exercise, dancing and singing, we were
very hungry! There were lots of sausages in bread with
sauce from our bbq, party pies, sausage rolls and fruit
juices to drink. The sun was shining and it was warm on
the basketball court where we had our tea. We all had
a great night. Thank you to everyone who contributed
to our Camp program and helped make it an
amazing experience.
I loved the b.b.q. because I loved the veggie burger. It tasted yummy and it was crunchy! By
Chloe Ferguson
I had sausages in bread and it tasted really nice! By Musa Al Bazzal

Cartesian Planes- Leadership Centre
This week we used bee bots to code on Cartesian planes in maths.
Here are some photos and student reflections:
Beebots helped me understand Cartesian planes because the way that you can program them is
really cool and you have a Cartesian in front of you to make the right direction. By Peyton
McAnsh
At first the beebots were challenging but at the end I finished programming all the coordinates
on the Cartesian plane. By Madi Pisano:
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Year 4 Camp Sunnystones
In this photo, the people here were
named Lucas, Joshua and me.
Joshua and Lucas were spotters and
they were going to catch me if I fell.
It was the afternoon when we were
doing this activity. We were at a
place on a giant hill. We were doing
this because we were practising our
balance on an activity. By Beau
Simmons - Sepik Hub

This photo is of us all walking off the bus and taking a break. When
we got off the bus we had a 2hr walk to the cabins at Camp Sunnystones. By Ava Magnolia Yarra Hub.
On the first day of camp, everyone did a nature walk. In the
middle of the nature walk we stopped to have some snacks.
After snack the instructors gathered us in a circle for a
game. We had to find a rock about the size of an M&M.
They had a magnet and some rocks stuck to it. Those rocks
had iron in them. By Stella McIver - Jordan Hub
On the first day of
camp we went canoeing and we went into groups. My
group had Hayden and Victor and we crashed into the
island trying to turn which we failed at. Over time we got
better and had lots of fun even though we got wet.
By Thomas Fastuca - Todd Hub

The first thing we did on the second day was archery. On
my first try I didn’t shoot far, I only shot the floor. And on my
second try I hit too far over the target. And on my third try I
still missed. The other people did better than me. Most
people hit the target. It was fun to try. By Evan Camilleri Tiber Hub
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After our afternoon activities we went back to our cabins and changed
our clothes because we got super wet, especially Ethan as he got
insanely wet. It didn’t really matter about the dirt and water as we were
having so much fun. We got to choose our friends to be with in the cabins
and then we had to pick who got the top bunks. By Krish Dominic Werribee Hub

We were doing geocaching. This was my team and
we got 86 points. The teacher let us run off to find
boxes with stuff in it. We found a frog worth 20 points,
a person was 10 points, an insect was 9 points, a
teddy bear was 7 points, a coin and an eye ball were
5 points each, a dice was 3 points, a button was 2
points and marble was 1 point. By Dana Chitty Murray Hub

Parent News Second Hand Uniform Sale
We will be offering a Second Hand Uniform Sale for families new to our school on Orientation day,
Tuesday 6th December 2022. We will also hold a Second Hand Uniform Sale for all at school pick
up on Tuesday 6th December 2022.
Anyone wishing to sell second hand items can drop them into the office from Wednesday 30th
November 2022. Please ensure that all items are clean, in good condition and clearly labelled
with your child’s name, hub, the size and price.
Cyber Safety
Unfortunately, the Year 3 to 6 Cyber Safety sessions and Family evening was postponed. These will
be rescheduled in 2023. Our Prep to Year 2 students will have their Cyber safety incursion on
Tuesday 22nd November 2022.
Resource Centre and Library Resources
We have been so excited to have our school Resource Centre up and running for students to
borrow books of their choice. As the year draws to an end, we need to perform a stock take of all
our books and resources and as such all books need to be returned to the Resource Centre by
Friday 25th November 2022. Thank you.
Enrolment Dates Year 7 2025 in Catholic Secondary Schools
Families, please find key enrolment dates for students in Year 5 2023 for enrolment in a Catholic
Secondary School.
•
•
•
•

27 January 2023 – Applications will open for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2024.
18 August 2023 – Applications will close.
20 October 2023 – Offers to be posted to prospective Year 7 applicants.
10 November 2023 – Final date for parents/carers to accept an offer made by a school.
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Sub Committee Updated and New
As you may have read in Monday’s Operoo, we will be repurposing the Sub Committee and
naming it Parent in Partnership for 2023. We believe it is time for a revamp of the work of this team
to include more of our school community in whatever capacity they may like to engage with the
school. In essence we would like this meeting time, to be a sharing of knowledge- leaders and
teachers sharing with families, elements of the learning and teaching as well as families sharing
their knowledge through service, fundraising and hospitality. Our motto, “Empower, encourage
and engage”, speaks to this. Please read the document attached to gain a deeper
understanding of the Parent in Partnership philosophy and work.
The Parent in Partnership, will offer the school community, opportunities to engage casually as a
member as well as more permanent membership. The agenda for each meeting will be
published in the School Newsletter, and families wishing to hear about or engage in this
conversation are welcome. We would love to have you join our group.
If you are willing to be a permanent member of this team, could you please complete the
Operoo sent on Monday 14th November by Friday 25th November. We will be in contact with you
shortly to confirm membership and dates and times.

Important Dates
November
Tuesday 15th November: Pre Prep Visit – Session 2
Thursday 17th November: Pre Prep Visit – Session 2
Friday 18th November: Bridging Centre Excursion to Scienceworks “Roller Engineer” – Sepik, Tiber,
Werribee and half of Yarra
Friday 18th November: Exploration Centre Excursion to Animal Land Farm
Monday 21st November: Year 1/2 Water Safety Excursion
Monday 21st November: Assembly: Earth and Ocean
Tuesday 22nd November: Year 3/4 Water Safety Excursion
Tuesday 22nd November to Thursday 24th November: Art Show
Tuesday 22nd November: P-2 Cyber Safety Incursion
Friday 25th November: Year 5/6 Water Safety Excursion
Friday 25th November: Fundraising for the Mission
Monday 28th November to Wednesday 30th November: School Dental Van

December
Thursday 1st December to 2nd Friday: School Dental Van
Friday 2nd December: Class Mass: Earth, Chisholm & Teresa
Monday 5th December: School Closure Day
Tuesday 6th December: Whole School Orientation Day
Monday 12th December: Year Prep Water Safety Excursion
Monday 12th December: Year 6 Graduation – 6.15pm
Thursday 15th December: Last day for Year 6 Students
Friday 16th December: Last day of School Year for Years P-5 Students

School Closures for 2022
Monday 5th December: 2023 Planning Day

Last Day of School Year 2022
The last day of 2022 school year for students will be:
Thursday 15th December: Year 6 students finish at 3.00pm
Friday 16th December: Prep - Year 5 students finish at 12.30pm
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2023 DATES NEW
January
Friday 27th January – No school. Professional Learning Day for staff.
Monday 30th January – No school. Professional Learning Day for staff.
Tuesday 31st January – No school. Professional Learning Day for staff.
February
Wednesday 1st February – Year 1 to Year 6 will begin school at 8.40am. 3pm finish all students.
Wednesday 1st February – Student Fee of $380 per student due by today.
Thursday 2nd February – Prep 2023 students will begin school at 8.40am. 3pm finish for all students.
Wednesday 8th February – NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS
Wednesday 15th February – NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS
Wednesday 22nd February – NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS
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